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MRS. TABRET: I'm an old woman now and he's an elderly
retired major. But in those days we were all the world
to one another. I didn't yield to my love on account of
my boys. It nearly broke my heart. Now, you know,
I'm very glad I didn't. One recovers from the pain of
love. When I look at that funny old-fashioned major
now I wonder why he ever excited in me such turbulent
emotions. I could have told Colin and Stella that in
thirty years it wouldn't matter much if they'd resisted
their love. But people don't learn from the experience
of others.

NURSE: You resisted, you can always say that you clung to
the right.

MRS. TABRET: I think it was easier then, you know, for in
that far-distant time we attached more importance to
chastity than we do now. Yes, I resisted, but because I
know the anguish it was, I feel I have the right to forgive
those who were less virtuous, or perhaps only more
courageous, than I.

NURSE: It is only by overcoming temptation that we
strengthen our souls.

MRS. TABRET: Perhaps. But I've sometimes noticed that
our most spectacular victories are over temptations that
don't really tempt us very much. When I consider
human nature and temptation I can't help thinking of a
river and its banks. So long as too much water doesn't
flow down between them the banks do their work
very well, but let a flood come and they're useless. The
river overflows and havoc follows.

STELLA: Oh, my dear, you're so kind and so wise.
MRS. TABRET: No, darling, I'm only so old.

LICONDA: [Kindly, but quite firmly] Stella, Miss Wayland's
accusation is very definite and must be met.

STELLA: Her accusation Is absurd.